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Civilian Students join NPS  
"Ironic and alarming," wrote the 
distinguished NPS Board of 
Advisors in 1976. The Board was 
"deeply concerned by the apparent 
long-range effects of the reduction 
of U.S. Navy inputs to all 
postgraduate education programs". 
Enrollment figures were down, 
even as technological complexity in 
the fleet continued way, way up: 
What accounted for the slide, just 
when the need for officers with 
technical, scientific and 
management education seemed 
greatest? 
Nearly entirely all-military since 
1909, NPS learned that year that a 
clarification of its charter confirmed 
that Federal civilian employees -- 
DoD or otherwise --could be 
admitted as students for the first 
time. Research Dean Robert 
Fossum determined that NPS 
Alumni should get the word out.  "Every effort will be made," he wrote, to 
tailor programs to the needs of civilian students, and new programs would 
reflect their interests. They could even live in La Mesa. 
By 1977, figures leveled, and that year's Superintendent's Report noted 
that NPS's [t]echnically and scientifically  
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rigorous curricula ... are expanding in popularity and acceptance".  NPS 
has supported the education and professional development of military and 
civilian students ever since. Welcome to NPS! 
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